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Bible Study 
The Nature of Sin
Key text:  Isaiah 59:1- Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy that it cannot hear:  

 59:2
But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid [his] face from you, that he will not hear.  

 59:3
For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.
What is sin?

In 1 John 3:4, how the Bible does identify sin?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God did not make the infinite sacrifice of giving His only-begotten Son to our world, to secure for man the privilege of breaking the commandments of God in this life and in the future eternal life. This is an infamous lie originated by Satan, which must be made to appear in its false, deceitful character. This law that Satan so much desires to have regarded null and void, is the great moral standard of righteousness. Any violation of it is an act of transgression against God, and will be visited with the penalty of the divine law. To all the inhabitants of the world who make void the law of Jehovah, and continue to live in transgression, death must surely come (MS 72, 1901).  {6BC 1116.3}  

What means does the Devil use to get mankind to sin? 

1 John 3:8; 1 John 5:17
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sin is the first fruit of what?  James 1:15 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the Bible call sin against God?  Deut. 9:7, Joshua 1:18
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Violated

How many of the God commandments must one break in order for the law of God to be violated? James 2:10- 11, 1 John 3:4

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does the Law provide for us? Roman 3:20; 7:7

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
According to 1 Timothy 1:9-10, what is the purpose of the Law?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When evil is in the heart of men what will be his attitude towards the law of God? Romans 7:5,8,11 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is upon those who are guilty for transgressing the law of God? Galatians 3:10

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How often must one sin in order for the law of God to be violated? James 2:10- 11, 1 John 3:4

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Excuses for Sin of No Value with God. But David makes no excuse. Justice points to the broken tablets of the broken law and draws her sword against the transgressor. All apologies or excuses for sin are of no value with God. The sentiment of the soul of David was who shall testify to lessen the guilt of the sinner when God testifies against him? God's verdict--guilty--has gone forth, and man cannot erase it. [David knows the Scripture]: "Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them."  David utters no complaint. The most eloquent psalm he ever sang was when he was climbing Mount Olivet, weeping and barefooted, yet humbled in spirit, unselfish and generous, submissive and resigned.  {TSB 179.3}  

God’s Atonement

Can any man atone for his sin? Micah 6:6,7     

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What has God provided for sin to be taken away? Zechariah 13:1   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
According to Ephesians 5: 25, 26 through what means does Christ cleanse his church?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Through what means are we going to be made perfect? Hebrews 9:14

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

True sanctification means perfect love, perfect obedience, and perfect conformity to the will of God. We are to be sanctified to God through obedience to the truth. Our conscience must be purged from dead works to serve the living God. We are not yet perfect; but it is our privilege to cut away from the entanglements of self and sin, and advance to perfection. Great possibilities, high and holy attainments, are placed within the reach of all.  {AA 565.1}  

The sins of the people were transferred in figure to the officiating priest, who was a mediator for the people. The priest could not himself become an offering for sin, and make atonement with his life, for he was also a sinner. Therefore, instead of suffering death himself, he killed a lamb without blemish; the penalty of sin was transferred to the innocent beast, which thus became his immediate substitute, and typified the perfect offering of Jesus Christ. Through the blood of this victim, man looked forward by faith to the blood of Christ which would atone for the sins of the world (ST March 14, 1878).  {1BC 1111.1}        

Solemnly Christ said to Peter, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me." The service which Peter refused was the type of a higher cleansing. Christ had come to wash the heart from the stain of sin. In refusing to allow Christ to wash his feet, Peter was refusing the higher cleansing included in the lower. He was really rejecting his Lord. It is not humiliating to the Master to allow Him to work for our purification. The truest humility is to receive with thankful heart any provision made in our behalf, and with earnestness do service for Christ.  {DA 646.1}

The Lamb of God

The Passover was to be both commemorative and typical, not only pointing back to the deliverance from Egypt, but forward to the greater deliverance which Christ was to accomplish in freeing His people from the bondage of sin. The sacrificial lamb represents "the Lamb of God," in whom is our only hope of salvation. Says the apostle, "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." 1 Corinthians 5:7. It was not enough that the paschal lamb be slain; its blood must be sprinkled upon the doorposts; so the merits of Christ's blood must be applied to the soul. We must believe, not only that He died for the world, but that He died for us individually. We must appropriate to ourselves the virtue of the atoning sacrifice. DA 277

Whose works it is to take away sin from our life? 1 John 1:29; 3:5

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How and through whom can we be made clean? John 13:6-10

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How many sacrifices has God made available for sin? 1 Corinthians 5:7

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By what means in the life of Christ are we made clean? 1 Pet. 1:18, 19

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The saints and the wicked

The saints of God know they cannot live in sin. 1 John 3:9, 5:18

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The saints determine in their mind to no longer live in sin. Job 34:32
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Will the righteous continues to sin or cease from it? 1 Peter 4:1 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What restrains the saints from sin? Exodus 20:20, Psalms 4:4, Prov.16:19

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What keeps the saints from falling? Psalms 119:11; Jude 24

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If a child of God were to slip and fall into sin what would he do? 1 John 1:8, 9, Job 33:27-30, Proverbs 28:13, Job 11:14
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Through the illumination of the Holy Spirit, the scenes of the long-continued conflict between good and evil have been opened to the writer of these pages. From time to time I have been permitted to behold the working, in different ages, of the great controversy between Christ, the Prince of life, the Author of our salvation, and Satan, the prince of evil, the author of sin, the first transgressor of God's holy law. Satan's enmity against Christ has been manifested against His followers. The same hatred of the principles of God's law, the same policy of deception, by which error is made to appear as truth, by which human laws are substituted for the law of God, and men are led to worship the creature rather than the Creator, may be traced in all the history of the past. 
To unfold the scenes of the great controversy between truth and error; to reveal the wiles of Satan, a satisfactory solution of the great problem of evil, shedding and the means by which he may be successfully resisted; to present such a light upon the origin and the final disposition of sin as to make fully manifest the justice and benevolence of God in all His dealings with His creatures; and to show the holy, unchanging nature of His law, is the object of this book. That through its influence souls may be delivered from the power of darkness, and become "partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light," to the praise of Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us, is the earnest prayer of the writer. 

                                                   E.G.W.  {GC xii.2}  
